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THE CUBA COMMISSION 
The Foreign Policy Association has accepted 
an invitation from President Mendieta of Cuba 
to sponsor a commission of scholars and experts 
whose purpose will be to study the social and 
economic problems confronting Cuba, with a view 
to presenting a program of reconstruction. This 
commission will be composed of about fifteen 
members chosen from the United States and 
Cuba; it will work in complete scientific inde- 
endence and will be financed by funds raised for 
the purpose by the Foreign Policy Association 
from non-governmental sources. 
A translation of President Mendieta’s letter of 
invitation follows: 
REPUBLIC OF CUBA 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
Havana, March 28, 1934 
Dr. Raymond L. Buell 
Foreign Policy Association, New York 
My dear Doctor Buell: 

Cuba confronts at the present time complex 
problems of an economic and social nature 
which, in the opinion of the Government, re- 
quire scientific investigation of a profound 
and impartial character. In view of the close 
international relationships which unite us to 
the United States of America, and of the 
coincidence of interests between both coun- 
tries in regard to a mutual and profitable ex- 
change, it appears desirable that this investi- 
gation be carried out by a Technical 
Commission composed of distinguished citi- 
zens of both nations, capable of arriving at 
objective conclusions concerning our prob- 


lems, precisely because of the different 
perspective with which it can contemplate 
them. 


Knowing, as I do, the work of the Foreign 
Policy Association in the international sphere, 
and your experience in activities of the char- 
acter which we propose, I take the liberty of 
asking you whether the organization which 
you so ably direct would consent to sponsor 
the projected investigation, and if so, 
whether it would be possible for you to take 
charge of organizing the proposed commis- 
sion and to preside over it, on the under- 
standing, to be sure, that in view of the 
scientific character of its work, it would en- 
joy entire autonomy not only in regard to its 
procedure, but also in regard to the conclu- 
sions at which it may arrive. 

Assuring you that the Government will feel 
true satisfaction in the prospect of your co- 
operation, and trusting that you will find it 
feasible to grant it to us, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
CARLOS MENDIETA 


NOTES 


The Association regards the present oppor- 
tunity to assist Cuba as a real privilege. The 
work of the commission will be entirely non- 
political in character, and the Cuban government 
will have no responsibility for the selection of 
members of the commission or for its findings. 
Mr. Buell will serve as Chairman of the commis- 
sion: Mr. Charles Thomson of the Foreign 
Policy Association staff will serve as its secre- 
tary. Mr. Thomson arrived in Havana on May 2. 
During the next few weeks the Foreign Policy 
Association will select the remaining members of 
the commission, which will include experts on 
agricultural economics, public finance, public 
utilities, public health, and other subjects. The 
commission as a whole should arrive in Cuba 
about June 1. It is hoped that its report will be 
published some time in the autumn. 


THE PROGRAM OF COOPERATION 

In moving into new quarters at 8 West 40th 
Street the Foreign Policy Association, the League 
of Nations Association, the Woodrow Wilson 
Foundation and the World Peace Foundation 
(which may be joined later by other groups) 
have taken steps to carry out a program of closer 
cooperation among organizations dealing with 
educational and international affairs. The hous- 
ing of these organizations in the same building 
presents a number of advantages. The World 
Peace Foundation will assume the task of pro- 
moting the distribution of the publications of the 
various organizations; the services of the For- 
eign Policy Association research department and 
Washington Bureau will be available to the co- 
operating groups; and the facilities of the Wood- 
row Wilson Library will be similarly accessible. 
The Foreign Policy Association and the World 
Peace Foundation, moreover, will con .ue to co- 
operate in sponsoring Committees c olicy and 
in publishing the World Affairs Pamphlets. Apart 
from these measures of cooperation, the Foreign 
Policy Association will maintain its independence 
and present policies, being alone responsible for 
its activities. 

During the past six months the Foreign Policy 
Association and World Peace Foundation have 
organized Committees on Policy to make recom- 
mendations concerning the Montevideo Confer- 
ence, the Philippines question and the commercial 
policy of the United States. The reports of these 
committees, which do not in any way commit 
either sponsoring organization, have attracted 
wide attention in the press and in governmental 
circles. Plans are being made for the organiza- 
tion of other committees in the autumn. 

The World Affairs Pamphlets have also been 
well received. To date 75,000 copies of Secre- 
tary Wallace’s pamphlet, ““America Must Choose,” 
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have been published, and at least thirty-five 
newspapers in the United States have reprinted 
this pamphlet. It has also been distributed by 
the Department of State to all consular officers 
and diplomatic missions abroad, and by the De- 
partment of Agriculture to their state and county 
agents throughout the nation. Special editions 
of the Wallace pamphlet have been printed for 
the American Association of University Women, 
the League of Nations Association, and the Na- 
tional Council for the Prevention of War. 
Through the cooperation of the national head- 
quarters of the American Legion, copies of the 
Wallace pamphlet are being distributed to the 
12,000 Legion post commanders. 

In a further effort to arouse discussion of the 
issue of economic nationalism the Foreign Policy 
Association and the World Peace Foundation in 
cooperation with the National Advisory Council 
on Radio in Education have organized—through 
the courtesy of the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany—a radio program including such speakers 
as Senators Bankhead, Borah and Wag- 
ner; William Hard, Washington political cor- 
respondent; Henry I. Harriman, President of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce; Chester C. Davis, Di- 
rector of the Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
tion; M. L. Wilson, Director, Division of Sub- 
sistence Homesteads, Department of the Interior; 
George N. Peek, Special Adviser to the President 
on Foreign Trade; Willard L. Thorp, Director, 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce; Li- 
onel D. Edie, Secretary, Committee for America 
Self-Contained; Peter Molyneaux, editor of The 
Texas Weekly; Matthew Woll, Vice President of 
the American Federation of Labor; and Henry A. 
Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture. 


F. P. A. AFFILIATES 


At National Headquarters the Foreign Policy 
Association is constantly receiving inquiries from 
towns and cities where an F. P. A. branch is not 
practicable, but where there are small groups 
eager to associate themselves actively with the 
F. P. A. In order to meet this need we are creat- 
ing “F. P. A. Affiliates,” a relationship we should 
like to extend to every group, no matter how 
small, which is interested in international rela- 
tions. Any such group may become an Affiliate of 
the Foreign Policy Association by the payment of 
an organization fee of $10, for which the group 
will be supplied from National Headquarters with 
sets of our publications, including study outlines. 
The Speakers’ Bureau is prepared to be of special 
service with suggestions of topics and occasional 
speakers. 

We hope to make these Affiliates centers of 
discussion on international problems in their sev- 
eral communities and to work out a technique 
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which will be successful in arousing interest 
throughout the country in concrete internationa! 
issues. We invite those of our members who would 
be interested in organizing an F. P. A. Affiliate 
in their community, or who belong to groups al- 
ready in existence which might develop into Af- 
filiates, to write to the Secretary at Nationa! 
Headquarters for further details. 


MR. BUELL’S WESTERN TRIP 


In April Mr. Buell made a trip to the Pacific 
Coast on behalf of the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion, in the course of which he addressed groups 
at Des Moines, Grinnell College, Denver, Colorado 
Springs, San Francisco, University of California, 
Oakland, Los Angeles, University of Southern 
California, Occidental College, California Institute 
of Technology, University of California at Los 
Angeles, and Topeka. He also visited the F. P. A. 
branches at Columbus and Toledo. 


The Progress of International Government, by David 
Mitrany. New Haven, Yale University Press, 1933. 
$2.00 
A number of provocative lectures in which Mr. Mitrany, 

among other things, advocates the orientation of interna- 

tional relations along functional and regional lines. 


Germany Prepares for War: A Nazi Theory of “National 
Defense,” by Ewald Banse. New York, Harcourt, Brace, 
1934. $3.00 
A translation of Raum und Volk im Weltkriege, in 

which the author draws conclusions from the experiences 

of the World War and develops many of his theories for 
future German military greatness. 


Regional Guarantees of Minority Rights, by Julius Stone. 
New York, Macmillan, 1933. $3.75 
A legal study of the special machinery established for 
the protection of the rights of minorities in Upper Silesia. 


The Brown Book of the Hitler Terror and the Burning of 
the Reichstag, prepared by the World Committee for 
the Victims of German Fascism with an introduction 
by Lord Marley. New York, Knopf, 1933. $2.50 
An account of the methods by which the Nazis seized 

and consolidated power in the Reich. 


Judicial Aspects of Foreign Relations, by Louis Q. Jaffe. 
Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1933. $3.50 
An able study of the jurisdiction exercised by the courts 
over questions touching our foreign relations, particularly 
the recognition of foreign powers. 


Germany Enters the Third Reich, by 
New York, Macmillan, 1933. $2.50 
An excellent account of the rise of National Socialism 
to power in Germany, with emphasis on economic devel- 
opments. 


Calvin Hoover. 


Germany under the Treaty, by W. H. Dawson. New York, 
Longmans, Green, 1933. $3.00 
An eminent British authority on German history sur- 
veys the effects of the Versailles Treaty on the Reich 
from the point of view of a friend of Germany. 


Treaty-Making Procedure, compiled by Ralph Arnold. 
London, Humphrey Milford, 1933. $1.50 


A comparative study of the procedure followed by differ- 
ent countries. 
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